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PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT OF PART OF THE SITE
INTRODUCTION
In February 2012 Wrenn Homes purchased part
of the Woodcroft site measuring approx. 1.5
acres from LBE. The blue shaded area is
retained by LBE for the common access road
serving both parts of the site.

N

LBE’s development guidance was for a small low
density scheme of detached houses. Mindful of
this guidance we have designed five detached
houses of varying design and style to suit the
geometry of the site.
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Visually, the houses are designed to achieve the maximum
appeal whilst at the same time respecting the quality and
character of the setting.

The access road from Woodcroft is shared use, with
planted margins which will be in accordance with a
detailed scheme to be agreed in due course.

The form and appearance of the built development is
conceived to be in harmony with the established natural
setting, and is designed to relate sensitively with the principle
part of the site – the nature conservation area. For example
the proposed hedgerow seeks both to mediate and integrate
the two components.

The private drive from the access road to the new
houses snakes along hugging the N boundary,
maximizing the plot depths and back garden lengths.

The principal elements are the symmetry, the references to
traditional architectural vocabulary and the durable materials
such as brick and stone. The designs are not copies of
adjacent or nearby houses, but unique variations on a theme,
balancing difference with similarity.

Casual parking spaces are shown at the end of the
turning head in the private drive, sized to
accommodate a refuse vehicle turning.
At the Southern end of the access road there is an
established Oak tree. Whilst it would be desirable to
retain this tree, unfortunately, on the advice of an
independent arboriculturist it is not possible to retain
it.

Like the surrounding housing, the proposed houses are all
two storey with pitched roofs, a mix of hipped roofs and
gables, with roof accommodation such as a games room, or
storage space, which is an efficient use of the house volume.

NOON
SUN
PM
SUN

100

Vehicle and pedestrian access
45 60
45 50

Residential development site
boundary

45
55

45

Rear garden to rear garden
common boundary

AM
100

Important and appealing views
towards and over Wildspace
Woodcroft Wildspace
layout to be designed
by others

45m separation distance
examples
Private rear garden zone
Existing mature tree screen
providing a sense of enclosure
Possible pedestrian access to
link in to main access road

A site assessment and evaluation was undertaken –
the plan above is an example of one of the
development constraints plans discussed during the
early stages of the project.

The arrangement of houses on the site follows the prevailing
pattern of development, which is straight or gently curving
lines of houses, with back gardens backing onto existing
back gardens. The orientation of houses provides South or
South-west facing back gardens, with their public front
facades facing NE on to the Wildspace, providing privacy
and legibility whilst preserving a degree of intervisibility.
The S facing elevation has the main living rooms, with
extensive glazing including a tall conservatory. This will
maximize passive solar heat gain during the day reducing the
load on the heating systems. It will also bring plenty of
daylight into the centre of the house.
The front facades face towards the Wildspace, while the
private rear garden back onto to the adjacent private rear
gardens, maintaining the ideal relationships of public/private
zones.
The lengths of existing and proposed rear gardens will
obviate any problems of overlooking or overshadowing. The
proposed rear gardens are all South or SW facing and
between 20 and 35m long, providing the maximum usable
sunny garden space possible.
The site plan shows a mesh wire fence with a hedgerow
between the drive and the Wildspace, which would make a
pleasant southern edge to the Wildspace and enhance the
setting of the houses.
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